SAFE CUSTODY
dreams, and I opened my eyes to see the girl sitting
beside me with a handkerchief wet in her hand.
" I was sorry to wake you/' she said. " But the
dew is falling, and I think you should make a
move/'
I saw at once that it was sundown, and though I
could hardly believe that I had slept for five hours, I
felt more lazy than tired, and my head, which had been
aching hurt me no more. My face, however, was very
stiff and tender from the battery I had received.
Not feeling fully awake and so fit to converse, I
propped myself on my elbow and let my eyes wander
around, and when at last I brought them back to the
lady I saw to my relief that she was looking away.
They rested naturally upon her, and I shall always
believe that the sight of her did me good.
She was clad, of course, as at luncheon, in a simple
dress of grey tweed, which suited her very well. Her
head was bare and she was sitting sideways, in the
careless pose of a child, with one hand planted on the
turf and her slim legs making an angle against the
green. She was looking down, and her beauty seemed
more gentle than I had seen it before.
Presently she lifted her eyes.
" I should like to beg your pardon/' she said,
" I thought you were afraid of Harris. And now I
know that you were thinking of me/'
"Oh, that's all right," said I. "Besides, for the
matter of that, I'm afraid I was pretty blunt/'
She lifted her eyes from mine and stared at the sky.
" I'll—I'll do as you say—in reason."
I felt suddenly very rich.
" That's very handsome," I said. " I—I wouldn't
have you miss any fun; and I'll never do anything

